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SCANS-IV is following previous SCANS surveys (SCANS 1994,
SCANS-II 2005/CODA 2007, SCANS-III 2016)*, covering shelf and
offshore waters of the European Atlantic to estimate abundance and
trends of regularly occurring cetacean species.

 
 

Study area
• 1.8 million km2

• 44 blocks
• Equal coverage 
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Summer 2022
74,500 km effort
17 cetacean species
>5,000 sightings

4,500 km
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è Abundance estimates of populations needed
for status assessments and EU member states to
report on Marine Strategy Framework Directive &
Habitats Directive

@scans_4

References: * Hammond et al. 2002 J Appl Ecol 39, Hammond et al. 2013 Biol Conserv 164, Hammond et al. 2021
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70,000 km surveyed

Methods to account for fraction missed on transect and 
responsive movement
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Thanks to all observers & data recorders!

Stay tuned for 
estimates to 
dive up soon!


