
 

Toxicologic Pathology Training Program 

for ECVP/ACVP residents and PhD students interested in Toxicologic Pathology 

Module 7 - Nervous System 
Overview of Fundamentals for Neuropathology Assessments in Toxicology Studies 

 

Monday 16th November 2026; Labcorp Biopharma, Harrogate (United Kingdom) 

Time frame      
Central European Time 

Subject Speaker 

14:00-14:10h Welcome and Introduction Dr. Jonathan Carter, Labcorp 

14:10-14:30h Introduction 
Dr. Stephen Cahalan, GSK 
Dr. Francesca Chianini, Labcorp 

14:30-15:30h Toxicologic Neuropathology 101 Dr. Deepa Rao, Rao Consulting, LLC 

15:30-16:30h 
Getting Oriented: Neurohistology 
(rodents) 

Dr. Deepa Rao, Rao Consulting, LLC 

16:30-16:45h Coffee Break 

16:45-17:45h Gross and Subgross Neuroanatomy Dr. Emanuele Ricci, University of Liverpool 

17:45-19:00h 
Getting Oriented: Neurohistology 
(non-rodents) – Jigsaw Activity 

Dr. Deepa Rao, Rao Consulting, LLC 

   

Tuesday 17th November 2026; Labcorp Biopharma, Harrogate (United Kingdom) 

Time frame      
Central European Time 

Subject Speaker 

10:00-10:30h 
Unusual Structures, Artefacts, and 
Background Findings 

Dr. Deepa Rao, Rao Consulting, LLC 

10:30-11:45h Sifting Treatment-related Findings Dr. Deepa Rao, Rao Consulting, LLC 

11:45-12:00h Coffee Break 

12:00-12:30h 
Terminology, Recording, and Data 
Analysis 

Dr. Deepa Rao, Rao Consulting, LLC 

12:30-13:00h 
Report Writing and Integrated 
Assessment 

Dr. Deepa Rao, Rao Consulting, LLC 

13:00-14:00h Lunch Break 

14:00-14:30h 
Overview of OECD Guidelines for 
Neurotoxicity 

Dr. Heike Marxfeld, BASF 

14:30-15:00h 
Developmental Neurotoxicity - 
Morphometrics 

Dr. Heike Marxfeld, BASF 

15:00-16:00h 
ECVP - Mock exam - Comprehensive 
Pathology - Review 

Dr. Giovanni Pellegrini, Evotec 
Dr. Laura Polledo, Roche 

16:00-17:00h LABCORP FACILITY TOUR Dr. Francesca Chianini 



Speakers: 
 
Deepa B. Rao BVSc, MS, PhD, DABT, DACVP, FIATP 
Independent Consultant at Rao Consulting, LLC 
rao@neurotoxpath.com 
 
Emanuele Ricci DVM, PhD, DACVP, ECVP-CFVP, FHEA, MRCVS 
University of Liverpool, United Kingdom 
Emanuele.Ricci@liverpool.ac.uk 
 
Heike Antje Marxfeld DVM, PhD, Dipl. ECVP, FIATP 
BASF, Germany 
Heike-antje.marxfeld@basf.com 
 
Giovanni Pellegrini DVM, PhD, Dipl. ECVP 
Evotec, Italy 
Giovanni.pelegrini@evotec.com 
 
Laura Polledo Ruiz, DVM, PhD, Dipl. ECVP 
Roche Pharma Research and Early Development (pRED) 
Roche Innovation Center Basel, Switzerland 
laura.polledo@roche.com 
 

Organizers: 
 
Stephen Cahalan DVM, PhD, FRCPath, DACVP 
GSK, United Kingdom 
Stephen.d.cahalan@gsk.com 
 
Francesca Chianini DVM, MVSc, PhD, MRCVS 
Labcorp, United Kingdom 
Francesca.chianini@labcorp.com 
 
Ingo Gerhauser DVM, PhD, Dipl. ECVP 
University of Veterinary Medicine Hannover, Foundation, Germany 
Ingo.gerhauser@tiho-hannover.de 
 
Jonathan Carter BVSc, MRCVS 
Labcorp, United Kingdom 
jonathan.carter@labcorp.com 
 

Registration:  
https://www.tiho-hannover.de/kliniken-institute/institute/institut-fuer-pathologie/aktuelle-
veranstaltungen/toxicologic-pathology-training-program 
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