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Mission: To expose veterinary students in their first or second year of 
veterinary school to biomedical research and career opportunities in  
academia, government and industry.

B O E H R I N G E R  I N G E L H E I M V E T E R I N A R Y S C H O L A R S  
P R O G R A M  ( B I V S P ) :  A  U N I Q U E  P A R T N E R S H I P

Memory creation moment

Created in 1989 in the US  - started with very few veterinary schools and was expanded to around 40 North
American vet schools over the decades

33 Years and Better than ever
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University of Prince Edward Island - Atlantic Veterinary College
Auburn University
Colorado State University
Cornell University
Iowa State University
Kansas State University
Lincoln Memorial University
Louisiana State University
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Michigan State University
Midwestern University
Mississippi State University
North Carolina State University
Ohio State University
Oklahoma State University 
Oregon State University
Purdue University
Ross University
St. George's University
Texas A&M University
Texas Tech University
Tufts University
Tuskegee University 
University of California - Davis
University of Florida
University of Georgia
University of Guelph
University of Minnesota
University of Missouri
University of Pennsylvania
University of Saskatchewan
University of Tennessee
University of Wisconsin-Madison
Virginia-Maryland Regional College of Veterinary Medicine
Washington State University
Western University of Health Science
INTERNATIONAL SCHOOLS
Universiteit Utrecht
French vet schools
German vet schools

This year we sponsored 
36 schools in North 

America plus 
International Schools
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B A C K G R O U N D  A N D  R AT I O N A L E   

 The BIVSP provides meaningful exposure to research 
for veterinary students.

 It has been instrumental in raising awareness of 
careers in biomedical research. 

 The program provides a mentoring opportunity in 
10-12 weeks of research on the bench organized 
at/by a North American vet school – which can be 
defining in the career of a future scientist.
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B I  V E T E R I N A R Y  S C H O L A R S  P R O G R A M :  K E Y  P O I N T S

 Veterinary students preferably in their first or second year of 
veterinary school are encouraged to apply. 

 At each participating institution, BI scholars are assigned to a 
mentor and laboratory. 

 From May to July/August each scholar conducts a hypothesis-driven 
research project developed jointly by the scholar and mentor. 

 At the end of the program, scholars present their findings to their 
fellow scholars and attending faculty. 

 Scheduled activities provide opportunities for the students to learn 
about the broader aspects of research.



NAT IONAL VETER INAR Y SCHOLAR S SYMPOSIUM

2017 Symposium Site

 3-day symposium where veterinary students present the results 
of their summer research.

 The NVSS is the premier annual scientific colloquium  
showcasing research accomplishments by veterinary students 
completing summer research internships. 

 The Symposium highlights the ways veterinary scientists advance 
basic and applied research to support global health. 

 Poster presentations from veterinary students are featured 
throughout the meeting, together with keynote speakers and 
sessions on scientific and career-related topics.
MAJOR SPONSORS
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N AT I O N A L  V E T E R I N A R Y  S C H O L A R  S Y M P O S I U M  AT T E N D A N C E
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*

2022 Symposium hosted by the University of Minnesota – Venue – Saint Paul River Centre
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2023 VETERINARY SCHOLARS SYMPOSIUM WILL BE HOSTED IN SAN JUAN 
PUERTO RICO, 3rd – 6th AUGUST



P R O G R A M  A D M I N I S T R AT I O N  Y E A R LY  C Y C L E

04030201

NA Vet Schools 
submit Application

Oct-Nov
Review & Funding

Nov-Jan

School 
Recruitment

Jan-Mar

Summer Program
May-July

National Veterinary 
Scholars Symposium

Aug

Program Admin 
Extraordinaire

Communication
Director

Executive
Director

BIVSP Program Directors
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Established  in France  (4 vet schools) and the  Netherlands 
(Utrecht) since 2010; Germany since 2018

Three French and three Dutch students each are selected by the vet 
schools in their home country for participation in the BIVSP at a 
North American vet school based on the evaluation of their 
application and an interview.

 In 2018 vet schools in Germany joined the program for the first time, 
sending students to US schools. 

2020/2021 no international exchange linked to COVID-19 pandemic

2023 Pilot to expand program to Asia (Japan and Philippines)

T H E  I N T E R N AT I O N A L  P A R T O F  T H E  B I V S P

International 
Program Director

Dr. Brigitte Boenisch

11



2 0 2 2  I N T E R N AT I O N A L  P R O G R A M

Poster # Student name Home vet school Host vet school
21 Lydia Bartels Munich, Germany Guelph
26 Lalita Bechtold Berlin, Germany UC Davis
29 Mahaut Ben Abel Caplain Lyon, France University of Louisiana

100 Emilie Dewever Lyon, France University of Wisconsin
240 Darleen Köhn Hannover, Germany Cornell
244 Fianne Kuipers Utrecht, Netherlands UC Davis
318 Lisa Meyer Nantes, France University of Minnesota
374 Tilman Peters Leipzig, Germany Colorado State
505 Tisa Tüshaus Hannover, Germany UC Davis
512 Nick van Bentem Utrecht, Netherlands UGA
525 Lennart Karsten Weitkamp Giessen, Germany UGA
554 Fay Zeeman Utrecht, Netherlands Cornell

Dr. Suzanne Mueller-Berger Dr. Cornelie WestermannDr. Philippe Berny

12 Years and Better than ever

Students

Schools’ Program Directors
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Germany

U Guelph 
Canada

I N T E R N AT I O N A L  P R O G R A M
E U R O P E A N  S T U D E N T S  I N  N O R T H  A M E R I C A

U Guelph 
University of Georgia
UC Davis
Cornell University
UC Davis
Colorado State U

Cornell University
UC Davis
University of Georgia 

The Netherlands France

University of Minnesota
University of Louisiana, Baton Rouge
University of Wisconsin (Madison)

13



Both students post graduation are returning to 
the USA in 2023 for a PhD program 
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2022 BIVSP International Students

The Boehringer Ingelheim Veterinary Scholars Program | Boehringer Ingelheim (boehringer-ingelheim.com) 14

https://www.boehringer-ingelheim.com/science-innovation/animal-health-innovation/boehringer-ingelheim-veterinary-scholars-program
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F R A M E W O R K  F O R  T H E  I N T E R N AT I O N A L  P A R T O F  T H E  B I V S P

BI

Current level of funding per BI-funded 
student is $6,500 total for the summer 
program at school.

 It is the students' responsibility to purchase their international air travel from the stipend given and 
arrange for housing at the US School (N.B.: often supported by the host schools). It is also the 
students' responsibility to cover their airfare and hotel to attend the Veterinary Scholars Symposium.

The vet schools in the participating international countries have a BI representative as their contact.

 In each country there is one School Program Director in charge of coordinating the participating local 
vet schools, organising the student selection and providing the link between BI and the student.

 It is recommended for the BI representative and  the School Program Director attend the  2023 NVS 
Symposium in Puerto Rico.

International students receive an 
additional $1200  travel stipend, so
$7,700  total



16

P R E - R E Q U I S I T E S  T O  B E  M E T B Y  I N T E R E S T E D  S T U D E N T S

BI

 Ideally 1st or 2nd year veterinary students (details dependent on 
country-specific curriculum)

Motivation letter for a training in veterinary research (in English)

Curriculum vitae

A good level of academic performance (“good students”)

A good level of English

No prior BIVSP experience in the US, Canada or Europe

Student selection* is the responsibility of the vet school – BI does not get involved

* It is advised to short-list several students in case the one selected for the stipend for some reason has to  renounce the research training.



I N T E R N AT I O N A L  P R O G R A M
G U I D E L I N E S

Prepared for the international students and the 
School Program Directors to explain and facilitate 
the exchange process 

Updated November/December each year to take 
into account the experience of the previous year
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A L U M N I
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VETERINARY STUDENTS CONCLUDE SUMMER RESEARCH EXPERIENCE WITH 
CAPSTONE PRESENTATIONS AT 2022 NATIONAL VETERINARY SCHOLARS 
SYMPOSIUM - BOEHRINGER INGELHEIM (prnewswire.com)

2 0 2 2  N V S S  I N I T I A L  P R E S S  A N D  S O C I A L  M E D I A  

https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/veterinary-students-conclude-summer-research-experience-with-capstone-presentations-at-2022-national-veterinary-scholars-symposium---boehringer-ingelheim-301601284.html
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2 0 2 2  N V S S  I N I T I A L  P R E S S  A N D  S O C I A L  M E D I A  

The Boehringer Ingelheim Veterinary 
Scholars Program | Boehringer Ingelheim 
(boehringer-ingelheim.com)

https://bi-animalhealth.com/articles/usda-
veterinary-scholars-program-research-
collaboration

https://www.boehringer-ingelheim.com/science-innovation/animal-health-innovation/boehringer-ingelheim-veterinary-scholars-program
https://bi-animalhealth.com/articles/usda-veterinary-scholars-program-research-collaboration


3 3  Y E A R S  A N D  B E T T E R  T H A N  E V E R  
T H A N K S  T O  O U R  G R E AT P A R T N E R S H I P
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